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EDITOR'S CORNER 


Wrestling'’s MAIN EVENT 
proudly forges into our fourth 


year by introducing a bolder, livelier, more exciting format 
than ever before! WME thanks all our loyal readers who have 
helped us become “The #1 Magazine for Mat Fans Today!” 


t's hard to imagine that it’s been 
three years since Wrestling’s 
MAIN EVENT first hit the news- 
stands. I can remember our first 
issue like it was yesterday. Bob Back- 
lund was the WWF Heavyweight 
Champion, and he was being chal- 
lenged at the time by current Intercon- 
tinental Champion, Greg Valentine. 
Also included in our premiere issue 
were stories on Pedro Morales, Greg 
Gagne, Dusty Rhodes, Andre the 
Giant, and Captain Lou Albano. Three 
years later these same stars are still 
big names in the wrestling world. 
Our First Anniversary Issue fea- 
tured a cover story on “Rowdy” Roddy 
Piper, plus a super giant fold-out pos- 
ter of Barry Windham. Included in this 
issue were stories on Kevin Von Erich, 
Dusty Rhodes, Kevin Sullivan, a spot- 


Billy Jack 


= 3 Derupilhes 
id us Nagasaki. 


Phases aie Ronnie Garvin 
Triumphs 


> Over Jake 
“The Snake” 


King Kong 


light on Mike Rotundo, and a feature 
called “Rocking and Rolling with 
Hulk Hogan.” Talk about foresight, 
WME was obviously way ahead of 
our time! 

In our 2nd Anniversary Issue Billy 
Jack was our cover feature, and once 
again we included a jumbo fold-out 
poster. Included in this issue were sto- 
ries on Ronnie Garvin, “The Raging 
Bull” Manny Fernandez, the awesome 
King Kong Bundy, and everyone’s 
hero Sgt. Slaughter, before his career 
took an about-face and he marched 
into all of our hearts. 

Now it’s our 3rd anniversary, and 
we've put together what we feel is 
another spectacular issue. Once again 
we've enclosed another super fold-out 
poster, this time an action portrait of 


Sgt. Slaughter holding the Ugandan 
Giant Kamala in his Cobra Clutch dur- 
ing their Ugandan Death Match in the 
Meadowlands. We've also included 
features on some of the hottest names 
in wrestling today, such as Magnum 
T.A., Paul Orndorff, Larry Zbyszko, 
Magnificent Muraco, King Tonga, and 
an exciting photo spread of Dusty 
Rhodes vs. Abdullah the Butcher in a 
bloody Bunkhouse Match. 

We thank you for all your past sup- 
port, and we hope you will continue to 
follow all the action throughout the 
world of Professional Wrestling in the 
pages of “The #1 Magazine for Mat 
Fans Today,” Wrestling’s MAIN 
EVENT!! a 


Feri 


Letters To The Editor 


Each month Wrestling’s MAIN EVENT reserves this space to print the opinions of our 
readers. If there’s something about wrestling itchin’ at your insides, just drop a line to 
Wrestling’s MAIN EVENT, Pumpkin Press, Inc. (Dept. LT), Empire State Building, New 
Let us know what you think! 


York, NY, 10118. 


BRING BACK THE BOOGIE! 
Atlantic area, and was recently left FLAIR, MARTEL 


I am writing to ask the Boogie 
Woogie Man himself to come to the 
WWF to straighten out his brother 
Johnny Valiant. 

Johnny Valiant has been causing 
quite a stir in the WWF. He calls him- 
self “Luscious” Johnny Valiant, and 
he manages Brutus Beefcake (who is a 
rat himself). Johnny has fallen into a 
bad crowd, including managers Bobby 
“The Brain” Heenan and Jimmy Hart, 
who manage some of the worst 
people in the WWF. 

So Boogie Woogie Man you can see 
why we need you desperately in the 
WWF! 

Danny Comiskey 
Brewster, NY 


Ed. Note: It’s certainly true that Johnny 
Valiant’s behavior since returning to 
the WWF has been reprehensible, par- 
ticularly the crippling of Hillbilly Jim 
by him and Beefcake, but his brother 
Jimmy “The Boogie Woogie Man” 
Valiant has had his hands full with 
equally rotten wrestlers in the Mid 


speechless after being jumped by Paul 
Jones, Superstar Graham, and Konga 
the Barbarian. 


rspecken 


HOGAN vs. 


I think there’re too many “cham- 
pions” in wrestling today. Why don’t 
they hold a tournament between Hulk 
Hogan, Ric Flair, and Rick Martel to 
decide on one World’s Champion? I 
know that Hulk would win because 
he’s the greatest wrestler ever. Flair isa 
wimp, and Hulk would tear him apart 
in about two minutes. Rick Martel is a 
good scientific wrestler, but Hulk 
would easily demolish him. Hulk could 
probably even beat both Flair and 
Martel in a handicap match, because 
he’s so much bigger than they are. 
Only other giants like Andre, Studd, 
and King Kong Bundy can really give 
Hogan some competition. 

Cathy Shears 
Cresson, PA 


Ed. Note: Hulk Hogan may indeed be 
big and charismatic, but his wrestling 
skills and stamina are significantly less 
than that of Flair or Martel. A tourna- 


-ment for one World's Champion is a 
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CHAMPIONS VOLUME 1 


Now for the first time ever you can be 
the proud owner of Wrestling’s MAIN 
EVENT’s CHAMPIONS, WME'’s official 
book of pro wrestling’s greatest title hold- 
ers. Champions past and present are pres- 
ented in all their glory sporting the cham- 
pionship belts that set them apart from all 
others to wrestling’s greatest thrones. 


PHOTO ACTION ALBUM 1 


WME’s PHOTO ACTION ALBUM 
was a landmark publication presenting the 
serious wrestling fan with the opportunity 
to own the first publication dedicated to 
capturing the greatest wrestlers in that fleet 
ing moment when they’re at their brutal 
high flying best. 


PHOTO ACTION ALBUM 2 


WME’s PHOTO ACTION ALBUM 2. 
The second volume of what is destined to 
be a classic series of wrestling publications. 
Another thrilled packed action photo al- 
bum of the greatest stars of the squared 
circle in all their brutal glory. Many of 
your favorite stars in their toughest matches 
are vividly depicted on every page. 


z Hats Off. 


For those who enjoy wrestling 
and are proud of it, here’s a cap 
you'll love for all purpose wear. 

Wrestling’s MAIN EVENT 
is proudly 


the cap. One size fits all. 


silk screened on 
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nice idea, but the three wreslting feder- 
ations have never been able to agree on 
such a contest. As for a handicap 
match with Hogan against Flair and 
Martel, keep on dreaming Cathy! 


THE SHOW 
MUST GO ON!! 


What we are seeing courtesy of the 
WWFis not wrestling, it’s a three-ring 
circus. Any day now they will surely 
announce that Bozo the Clown will be 
donning the tights to defend the honor 
of Captain Kangaroo, In the WWF, 
the show must go on and on and on. 
Ad nauseum. 

The “rock-n-wrestling connection” 
is what has pushed it all too far. Wres- 
tling has been shoved into the back- 
ground in favor of brainless hype. It’s 
also made the WWF wrestling as 
bland as weak tea. Because the new 
fans this hype has attracted are mainly 
the weak-stomached “in” crowd, the 
actual wrestling has been laundered to 
make it acceptable to them. The hot- 
test ticket in town, yes—but also the 
most pathetic. The only concern now 
is giving your life for rock-n-roll and 
MTV, and buying a Hulk Hogan doll 
for the kids. 

The real fans are being ignored by 
the WWF. They aren't fashionable 
enough. No image boosters in this 
crowd, just real people who would like 
to see real wrestling again. Hopefully, 
the furor will lose its appeal soon and 
the “in” crowd will move on to the 
next craze, then the WWF can get 
back to wrestling! 

Devyd Deryl Dalen 
Lawrence Harbor, NJ 


| HEAR YOU 
KNOCKING 


I don’t like what I’ve been reading 
lately in a few wrestling magazines. 
What I’m talking about is that maga- 
zine editors should stop knocking the 
WWF. After all, the WWF in my 
point of view is the best league in Pro- 
fessional Wrestling. Even Professional 
Wrestling’s “Living Legend” Bruno 
Sammartino says that the WWF has 


Steve Regal has been challenged by Buck Zumhoffe for his AWA Light- 
Heavyweight Title lately, but every time he enters the ring overweight so his 


title won't be at stake. If Regal ca 


n't stay under the 220 lb. light- 


heavyweight limit, WWF feels his title should be declared vacant until a 


tournament is held to dete 


REGAL’S RIP-OFF 


I saw a match recently with Buck 
“Rock-n-Roll” Zumhoffe against Steve 
Regal. It was supposed to be a title 
match for Regal’s AWA Light Heavy- 
weight Belt. Regal came in the ring and 
said he was three pounds overweight, 
so it couldn’t be a title match. I think 
Regal was overweight on purpose 
because he knew Buck would beat 
him, which he did! 

If Regal is out of his weight class he 
should have to give up his belt to the 
number one contender, Buck! 


rmine a new champion. 


Carrie Ann Rouse 
Channing, MI 


Ed. Note: The weight limit for Light- 
Heavyweight wrestlers is 220 lbs., and 
anyone above that weight should not be 
allowed to compete in this weight class, 
much less hold the Light Heavyweight 
Championship. If Regal cannot trim 
down to his original weight then his 
title should be declared vacant, and an 
elimination tournament should be held 
to determine his successor. 


the most competition in Professional 
Wrestling. I’m glad your magazine just 
writes good articles about all the 
leagues in Professional Wrestling, in- 
cluding the best; the WWF! 
Danny Cardone 
Centerreach, NY 


WRESTLING’S 
NEW LOOK 


I am replying to the editor's com- 
ments in the May issue of WME, per- 
taining to the new look in Professional 
Wrestling. My comments are mainly 
for the WWF, 

I'm wondering if wrestling has be- 
come too chic, with too much added 


pomp and pageantry since the Holly- 
wood scene has made its definite pres- 
ence felt in the world of Professional 
Wrestling. 

How will this affect the wrestlers? 
Are they in danger of losing their jobs 
to Hollywood actors? And will this 
eventuality force some of them to 
become spectators, sitting along-side 
the fans at ringside? 

The WWF has added boxers, base- 
ball managers, and pianists, as well as 
singers. These are all famous people 
from the “in” crowd who everyone 
enjoys watching. But where will it 
stop? How many more will they add? 

In reality, one important thing has 
been forgotten. They have taken the 
spotlight away from the wrestlers. 


Now you have to wonder if fans are 
coming to watch the actors act, or see 
the wrestlers wrestle. 
Judy A. Lenhart 
Meyersdale, PA 


WME AND WWF 
ARE #1 


I thoroughly enjoy every issue of 
WME you print, but there’s something 
T’ve got to get off my chest. 

Every time anyone mentions the 
WWF they’re putting it down, sayin 
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that nation-wide expansion is bad for 
wrestling. Personally, I'd like to thank 
the WWF. 

Living in the heart of the AWA, I 
have been subject to the same boring 
matches for years. Let me tell you, it 
was very refreshing to see the WWF 
branch out and show me some real 
action. 

No other wrestling league can put 
together cards like “Wrestlemania” or 
have a champion like Hulk Hogan! I 
compliment Vince McMahon for the 
move he made in branching out the 


'| WWE. It’s guys like him who put the 


excitement back in the ring. I hope 

both your magazine and the WWF 

keep up the good work, since you’re 
both the best in your field. 

Jeff Livingston 

St. Paul, MN 


VOLKOFF: 
REAL RUSSIAN? 


As everybody knows, Nikolai Vol- 
koff sings the Russian national anthem 
before all his matches. I listen to it very 
closely everytime he sings it, and it 
seems that it is different every time. I 
don’t think Volkoff even knows what 
he is saying, he probably doesn’t even 
know one word out of the Russian 
language. It goes to show that he is a 
fake Russian! 

Chris Weaver 
Johnstown, PA 


Ed. Note: There does deem to be some 
variance in Volkoff's renditions of the 
Russian national anthem, but I wouldn't 
want to be the one to accuse the big 
Russian of being a fake! 
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WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP ___if 


e would like to wel- 
come everyone to ano- 
ther edition of Wres- 
tling’s MAIN EVENT. 
Since our last issue the wrestling world 
has been hopping. The wrestling media 
blitz has everyone everywhere talking 
about the sport. Although stars like 
Hulk Hogan, Roddy Piper, and Lou 
Albano have been receiving consider- 
able media coverage, the real world 
seems to have taken a liking to grap- 
plers like the Von Erichs, Ric Flair, 
Chris Adams, and others. The sport 
has simply exploded all over!!... 
“Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff is 
now a fan favorite. Orndorff has fired 
Bobby “The Brain” Heenan and 
aligned himself with Hulk Hogan and 
friends. Heenan, meanwhile, has placed 
a $25,000 bounty on the head of “Mr. 
Wonderful,” and both of Heenan’s 
remaining proteges Big John Studd 
and Ken Patera are looking to win the 
money. Actually, Studd could use the 
extra cash since he lost $15,000 to 
Andre after the giant Body Slammed 
him. See the feature on Paul Orndorff 
elsewhere in this issue. . . . 
“Superbrat” Tully Blanchard has 
regained the World’s Television Title 
from the “American Dream,” Dusty 
Rhodes, and now he claims to deserve 
a title shot against NWA World’s 
Champion Ric Flair. Blanchard might 
have to fight it out with spectacular 
U.S. Champion Magnum Terry Allen 
to see who gets to Flair first... . 
Hulk Hogan has had challenges 
mounting on all sides lately, with the 
likes of Magnificent Muraco, Bob 
Orton, and Ken Patera all giving him 


arun for the gold. Luckily the Hulkster 
has had Paul Orndorff and Mr. T 
help him out of a few sticky situ- 
ations. . . . 

There have been several title turn- 
overs in Florida lately, although the 
belts in the Sunshine State change 
hands so swiftly it’s often hard for 
WME to keep our reports up to date. 
At any rate, Brian Blair has defeated 
Rick Rude for the Southern Cham- 
pionship, while Hector Guerrero has 
captured the Florida Title from Jesse 
Barr. Rude and Barr are not without 
belts, however, as manager Percival 
Pringle the IIT has led his charges to 
the U.S. Tag-Team Championship. . . . 

The mysterious Missing Link has 
left Percy Pringle’s “Dynasty” to 
make a name for himself in the WWF, 


Brian Blair has bounced back to win 
the Southern Championship from 
Rick Rude. 


Bobby “The Brain” Heenan has placed a $25,000 bounty on the head of his 
former charge Paul Orndorff, and Big John Studd and Ken Patera (above) 
have set their. sights on the sum, as well as Hulk Hogan's Heavyweight Title. 
or | 


Photos by George Napolitano, Bill Otten, and Jeremy Tepper 
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A 
Cowboy “Ace” Orton challenged 
Hulk Hogan for the WWF Title 
recently, and is also plotting with 
“Rowdy” Roddy Piper to do away 

with “Mr. Blunderful” Paul Orndorff. 


where another monstrosity named 
George “The Animal” Steele also 
prowls around. The Animal has re- 
cently turned fan favorite since being 
double-teamed by his tag partners The 
Iron Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff on 
NBC’s Saturday Night’s Main Event, 
and it’s quite possible that when The 
Animal and The Missing Link feast 
their eyes on each other, one of these 


“Gorgeous” Gino Hernandez makes 
a dynamic tag-team partner for Chris 
Adams in the World Class area. 


two »rehistoric rejects will snap! .. . 

Barry Windham’s younger brother 
Kendall Windham is weighing the 
possibility of a career in Professional 
Wrestling, and the able-bodied 18- 
year-old is being trained by Barry and 
their father Blackjack Mulligan at the 
family home in Florida. . . . 

“The Dynamic Duo” Chris Adams 
and Gino Hernandez are at odds with 


George “The Animal” Steele has 
recently converted to being a fan 
favorite, after being jumped by The 
Tron Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff on 
NBC’s Saturday Night’s Main Event. 


The Fabulous Freebirds in the Lone 
Star State. Since Adams fired his man- 
ager Gary Hart, the wrestling wizard 
has instructed his latest protege the 
One Man Gang to destroy Chris 
Adams. . .. 

“The Minnesota Wrecking Crew” 
are back in action! This time it’s Ole 
Anderson and his nephew Arn Ander- 
son who are carrying on the family 


Rick Rude and Jesse Barr have joined forces under the guidance of Percival 
Pringle the III, and won the U.S. Tag-Team Title from The Youngbloods. 


The awesome Road Warriors clashed with The Russians, Krusher Khruschev, Ivan, and Nikita Koloff,in the nation’s 
capital recently, but the bout turned into a wild melee and there was no decision. 


tradition in the Mid Atlantic area.... Jim “The Anvil” Niedhardt approp- Greg “The Hammer” Valentine and 

The Russians—Krusher Khrus- _ riately nick-named the “Hart Attack.” the awesome King Kong Bundy. .. . 
chev, Ivan and Nikita Koloff could Don’t forget that Hart is also at the © Wahoo McDaniel has defeated 
have a long reign as NWA Tag-Team reins of Intercontinental Champion everyone he’s faced in the Sunshine 
Champions. In Washington D.C., ona 
card promoted by Gary Juster, the 
Russians battled the awesome Road 
Warriors with the undisputed World’s 
Tag-Team Title at stake. The bout was 
one of the wildest ones in quite some 
time, but in the end both teams were 
disqualified and the match was de- 
clared a draw... 

The Iron Sheik and Nikolai Vol- 
koff have made a fantastic team lately. 
The genious of Freddie Blassie has to 
be given credit for molding these two 
foreigners into a viable unit... . . 

High flying Ricky Steamboat and 
Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka have 
formed a fantastic duo in the WWF, 
and the “South Polynesian Connec- 
tion” could give The Sheik and Vol- 
koff a serious challenge for their 
belts... . 

The “Mouth of the South,” Jimmy 
Hart has assembled an impressive sta- x Paras = 
ble in the WWF, including the tag- “The Hart Attack,” featuring Brett Hart, Jim Niedhardt, and manager Jimmy 
[ team combinationvof BreitiHartand Hart, has been running roughshod throughout the WWF. 


State lately, including Abdullah the 
Butcher, Kevin Sullivan, Dory Funk 
Jr., and countless others, but he just 
can’t seem to wrest the title from Rie 
Flair during the NWA Champ’s Flor- 
ida visits. .. . 

Sheik Adnan Al Kaissey has been 
noticeably absent from recent AWA 
cards, where could the wealthy Arab 
have gone?. ... 

Kamala has been appearing with- 
out his trusty trainer Friday lately, but 
Skandor Akbar has been accompany- 
ing the giant Ugandan around the 
country in the meantime... . 

Hillbilly Jim is recovering steadily 
from the knee injury he suffered during 
his run in with Brutus Beefcake and 
Johnny Valiant. WME hopes the Hill- 
billy will get well and be able to return 
to the ring soon. ... 

The Rock-n-Roll Express are still 
the Mid South Tag-Team champions, 


but have faced some vicious battles 
from “Dr. Death” Steve Williams and 


Indian Chief Wahoo McDaniel has defeated all 
competition in the Sunshine State, 
but can't seem to dethrone NWA Champ Ric Flair. 


“Big Cheese” Ted DiBiase for the title 
lately. ... 

Brad Armstrong continues to be 
one of the big stars in the Mid South, as 
well as the devastating Barbarian and 
Bill Watts as well. Meanwhile, Terry 
Taylor nearly defeated Ric Flair dur- 
ing a dramatic title bout in Houston, 
Wexas...... 

Kerry Von Erich has been wres- 
tling in the Mid South, in addition to 
the World Class area. . . . 

World Class Championship Wres- 
iling is expected to begin holding live 
cards in the New England area soon. .. . 

Black Bart has been battling “Ava- 
lanche” Buzz Tyler for the Mid Atlan- 
tic Title, while Joe Lightfoot has 
recently made his debut in the area. . . . 

Former WWF Champion Pedro 
Morales has made his return to the 
area, and has been teaming up at times 
for six-man matches with Tito San- 
tana and the Junkyard Dog... .. 

Aspiring west coast wrestling en- 


Hillbilly Jim is still recovering from his knee injury 
inflicted by Brutus Beefcake and Johnny Valiant, 
but hopes to be back in the ring before long. 


thusiasts should check out Professor 
Tanaka’s Professional Wrestling Aca- 
demy in Carson, California. If anyone 
knows the ins and outs of the sport it’s 
the good professor. . . . 

In closing, we would like to note 
that NBC-TV has jumped on the 
WWF bandwagon. With this national 
exposure the WWF feels that it will 
win the wrestling war, but the WWF 
had better beware of over-exposure or 
else they may just destroy the business. 
Following “Wrestlemania” only 187 
people turned out to see a “live” 
WWF card in Dallas, Texas pitting 
“Superfly” Snuka against “Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper. It’s going to be interest- 
ing to see what kind of fan backlash 
there will be in the wake of “Wrestle- 
mania.” Many of the people who 
watched “Wrestlemania” at the closed 
circuit outlets complained about the 
poor picture quality, the size of the 
screen, and the inaudible sound. When 
you have such a large number of peo- 


ple who paid $10.00 and in some cases 
more to see a “live” TV presentation 
like this it’s unlikely that many of the 
ones who turned out the first time will 
ever pay to see the same type of show 
again. Besides this, the fact that two 
major bouts— Wendi Richter vs. Lei- 
lani Kai and The Iron Sheik/Nikolai 
Volkoff vs. Barry Windham/Mike 
Rotundo were shown on regular 
broadcast TV when in fact the point 
had been made that “You will never 
see any of the ‘Wrestlemania’ bouts 
until you're old and grey,” has turned 
quite a few people off. “Wrestlemania” 
a great production, but the hype, ae “A “= - rf 
suspense, and action will never be 
duplicated again... 0 Metre bs OS 
That’s all for now, see you again Pedro Morales is back in the WWF and hasn’t lost any of the old magic, as 


ee xt month! he demonstrates by applying this Boston Crab hold. 


DOM CONTEST 


Ssesesespeueeeseeeeeeaes @ 8 
ATTENTION ALL WRESTLING FANS!! 


his could be your big chance to get one of your Each month the editors of MAIN EVENT will select the 

a photographs printed in a national wrestling magazine. photograph that we feel best captures the action and excite- 
Wrestling’s MAIN EVENT is proud to announce the first of ment of professional wrestling, and will publish it in our 
our special monthly PHOTO CONTESTS!! magazine along with the winner’s name, age, and hometown. 

Next time you bring your camera to a wrestling Entries must be submitted in black and white, and applicants 
card in your region, give it your best shot and mail a can enter as many times as they wish; but each entry must be 
copy of your photograph, along with the official entry accompanied by a separate official form (no xeroxes, please). 
blank below, to: We at WME eagerly anticipate your submissions, and we 

CONTEST, c/o Wrestling’s MAIN EVENT, will print the winning photo here next month. 

Suite 6204, Empire State Building, NYC NY, 10118. So good luck, and get snappin’! 
Wrestling’s MAIN EVENT 


Pumpkin Press Inc. 
Suite 6204 

Empire State Building 
NYC, NY 10018 
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WE DARE YOu 
TO PLAY 
“CAGE MATCH” 


THE PRO WRESTLING QUIZ GAME 
OVER 1000 TRIVIA QUESTIONS ALL ABOUT WRESTLING 


OBJECT OF GAME: ANSWER ENOUGH TRIVIA QUESTION CORRECTLY 
TO ESCAPE FROM YOUR OPPONENT AND CLIMB OUT OF THE CAGE! 


“CAGE MATCH?” is the exciting new pro 


wrestling board game made specially for 
wrestling fans. 


“CAGE MATCH” pits fan against fan ina 
real battle of wrestling knowledge. 


Each player is asked a series of wrestling ques- 
tions from a category of his choice. Topics 
include tag-teams, managers, good-guys, bad 
guys, champions and many more. Questions 
range from easy to expert. The harder the ques- 
tion, the higher the point value, and the closer 
you come to escaping the cage and winning 
the game! 


Guaranteed fun and excitement 
for all wrestling fans! 
ARE YOU READY TO PLAY?! 


=. Send Today To: 


“Yes! | want to play CAGE MATCH ON THE MAT WRESTLING CO. 


aN 
Please rush my game! nN P.O. BOX 539 


RIDGEFIELD, N.J. 07657 
NAME 


Total feet a2 
ADDRESS ___ : Postage _ $1.75 
Amount 
 — Enclosed 


Mr. #1-derful!!!” 


* PAUL ORNOOREE * 


Turns Over a New Leaf! 


After the series of events which followed “Wrestlemania” Paul Orndorff had to 
seriously reconsider his role in Professional Wrestling, and after much deliberation 
he decided to join Hulk Hogan in battling his old rulebreaking cohorts. Orndorff may 
have aroused the hatred of his former team-mates and manager, but the WWF fans 
are loving every minute of it! 


By MIRIAM LINNA 


ho has the brains of Al- 

bert Einstein, the body 

of Arnold Schwartze- 

neggar, and the face of 
Kirk Douglas? That's how he des- 
cribed himself to Mean: Gene Oker- 
lund in a recent interview, and yes, 
you're absolutely correct—it’s the un- 
beatable “Mr. Wonderful,” Paul Orn- 
dorff, who is the latest wrestler to join 
forces with the ranks of the fan favor- 
ites in the WWF. 

Certainly Orndorff has never placed 
any importance on his public image; 
he is not the type of man who garners 
admiration with pretty words. His 
physique and capabilities are obvious 
each time he enters the Squared Circle, 
and if he doesn’t kow-tow to indignant 
fans, they should consider it a compli- 
ment that he respects their intelligence 
enough not to appeal to them on any 
level other than wrestling. A uniquely 
perfect specimen,“Mr. Wondertul” has 
simply put up with too much for too 
long, and recent developments with 
fellow wrestlers have left him raw and 
cynical. Perhaps the “Wrestlemania” 
incident was the final straw. 

As you may recall, Paul Orndorff 
single-handedly saved the life of his 


ally, “Rowdy” Roddy Piper, wh : 3 
i pike Pacey sets at ined ne “Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff is now universally loved by wrestling fans. 


* 


Jt wasn’t long ago that Paul Orndorff was considered to be one of the top contenders for Hulk Hogan's WWF 
Championship, before the two became close personal friends and tag-team partners. Here the muscular Orndorff lifts 
the Hulkster off his feet for a towering Suplex during the “Wrestlemania” main event. 


to the other during his title match with 
Hulk Hogan. Orndorff charged right in 
without a thought to his personal wel- 
fare, and commenced reversing pro- 
ceedings into Piper’s court and un- 
knowingly initiating a rematch of epic 
proportions which became known as 
“Wrestlemania.” For this bout Piper 
teamed up with Orndorff, matching up 
against Hulk Hogan and his buddy Mr. 
T. Unfortunately for all concerned, the 


slow-witted Cowboy Bob Orton (who 
I’m convinced pays big money just to 
be near Hot Rod) was in their corner, 
and the feeble-minded lummox mount- 
ed the ropes in a fit of enthusiastic 
delirium to jump Hogan, who w: 
being held immobile by Orndorff in a 
Full Nelson, Typically, Orton miscal- 
culated and landed with his plaster- 
encased arm striking Orndorff on the 
skull, knocking him senseless. Orton 


and Piper took off without a care, 
deserting the unconscious “Mr. Won- 
derful.” 

It became immediately obvious that 
the Piper-Orndorff alliance was over. 
In Piper's Pit the following week, 
Roddy blamed everything on a certain 
“Mr. Blunderful.” Orndorff neither 
backed off nor retaliated. Instead, this 
intensely private individual seemed to 
have take a serious look at all of his 


While still a rulebreaker Orndorff wrestled fan favorites like the Junkyard Dog, 
who has Orndorff temporarily tied up the ring ropes here. 


colleagues. In a shocking move, Orn- 
dorff publicly fired his manager, Bobby 
“The Brain” Heenan before a match, 
probably due to Heenan’s ties with 
Piper and Orton. Heenan appeared 
stunned—commentator Jesse “The 
Body” Ventura stated that it appeared 
he was “stricken with apoplexy” as he 
watched his former associate Piledrive 
yet another hopeful into submission. 
There was not one chant of “Paula” 
from the fans, not one rude sign refer- 
ring to his gender—instead one fan 
held up a placard that read “Paul, let’s 
be friends,” and the only jeering to be 
heard was directed at Heenan, who 
finally walked off dejectedly to the 
chants of “WEASEL! WEASEL! WEA- 
SEL!” For the first time in many a sea- 
son, Paul Orndorff was given a stand- 
ing ovation from wrestling fans! 

It seems the fans are finally begin- 
ning to recognize some of the traits 
which Orndorff and Hogan share in 
common. Like Hogan, he is an im- 
mense man, yet Orndorff is more 
compact, more defined, and also con- 
siderably more comfortable with his 
size than the Hulk. He has the agility of 


While Tito Santana was Intercontinental Champion, Paul Orndorff was one 
of his most feared opponents, and was directly responsible for softening up the 
knee which Greg “The Hammer” Valentine took advantage of in his title 
match with Santana. 


“Mr. Wonderful” shows exceptional form in the Squared Circle, 
as he demonstrates with this picture-perfect Side Headlock. 


uring the hype that preceeded 
“Wrestlemania,” Paul Orndorff 
taunted Mr, T by displaying one of 
Roddy Piper's portraits of the TV star 
ina leg cast. 


Greg Valentine, yet he is more di 
and calculating. He brings a certain 
scientific element with him that is 
unbeatable when coupled with that 
final ingredient known as rage. You 
are all well aware of Orndorff's tem- 
per—one of the shortest and most 
dynamic displays of the “Wonderful” 
temper in action involved the barefoot 
Rudy Diamond, who flirted with death 
by entering the ring sporting a T-shirt 
emblazoned with the taboo sobriquet, 
“PAULA.” Orndorff entered the ring, 
took one look at the shirt, ripped it off 
Diamond, and proceeded to Piledrive 
the neophyte twice into an early retire- 
ment in traction. Yes, this temper goes 
beyond the “Eye of the Tiger” and into 
the very essen pure rage. If he can 
take this fury and apply what he has 
learned from Piper about ruthless des- 
truction, Paul Orndorff will be a dread- 
ed force to be reckoned with. This 
latest bout with Piper has only im- 
proved Orndorff—he now trusts no 
one and there is nothing to stand in his 
way. 


Whether you like him or not, you 
have to admit that “Mr. Wonderful” is 
a formidable force in the world of 
wrestling, and it’s high time we realized 
the importance of the “King of the 
Piledriver. is) 


he King of the Piledriver” drops 
another victim to the mat-floor. 


The final straw between Orndorff and his rulebreaking buddies came at the end of “Wrestlemania,” when Cowbc 


“Ace” Orton mounted the corner turnbu 
Roddy Piper later blamed Orndorff for the loss because he we 


kle and accidentally landed his forearm cast on Orndorff’s head. “Rowd 
y pinned while still unconscious from the blow. 


f there’s one thing that can be 

said about wrestling fans, it’s 

that they certainly are forgiving. 

fe Unless they’re simply forgetting 

Paul Orndorff’s rulebreaking past and 

the days they chanted “Paula” when 

the self-proclaimed “Mr. Wontlerful” 
entered the ring. 

But though it hasn’t been long since 
Paul Orndorff was allied with “Row- 
dy” Roddy Piper, and trying to ruin 
the championship reign of Hulk Hogan 
as well as spoil Mr. T’s wrestling debut, 
the WWE champ would be pe 
the first to give Orndorff | 
credit for changing his ways. 

On the very first episode 
of NBC-TV’s new wrestling | 
program, Saturday Night's 
Main Event (We at WME 
certainly approve of the net- 
work's fine choice of a name— 
Ed.) filmed at the Nassau J) 
Colliseum on Long Island, 
NY, Hulk Hogan was sche- 
duled to defend his Heavy- 
weight Title against Roddy 
Piper’s dangerous body- 
guard, Cowboy “Ace” Or- 
ton. Of course Roddy Piper 
couldn’t bear to be left out of 
the action, and accompanied 
his partner to ringside. 

Earlier in the evening 
Piper had hosted Paul Orn- 
dorff in a live Piper’s Pit, in which he 
accused “Mr. Blunderful” of being a 
loser, which was more than the arro- 
gant Orndorff was willing to accept. 
Insulted and enraged, Orndorff slapped 
both Piper and the nearby Ace, and 
then readied Piper for a Piledriver, 
with his kilt flopping down over his 
face. But before Orndorff could drop 
Piper’s head to the mat-floor, Orton 
fone up behind him and whacked 


him with his forearm cast. Luckily, 
Mr. T. came running into the ring to 
save Orndorff from being viciously 
double-teamed by his former com- 
trades. 

Back to Hogan’s title match—as 
Piper and Orton were back to their old 
tricks again, trying to gang up on 
Hogan, Paul Orndorff decided to re- 
turn the favor Mr. T had paid him 
earlier, and charged into the ring to 
disperse the two trouble-makers. Hulk 
Hogan and Paul Orndorff shook hands 


ae > ” 
Since Orndorff fired Bobby Heenan as his manager, 
the “Weasel” has placed a $25,000 bounty on 
Orndorff’s head and now “Mr. Wonderful” must be 
accompanied by a team of bodyguards 


wherever he goes. 
on a job well done, and then thrilled 
the fans with a display of two of the 
most fantastic physiques in all of 
wrestling. 

Meanwhile, Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan, still fuming over being fired as 
Orndorffs manager, has offered a 
$25,000 bounty to anyone who can 
run Orndorff out of Professional Wres- 
tling. Heenan’s two main charges, Ken 
Patera and Big John Studd, began 


ORNDORFF UPDATE: 


counting up the money in their minds, 
and are placing the job’s priority right 
alongside defeating Hulk Hogan for 
the WWF Heavyweight Title. 

It was during a televised non-title 
match between Hogan and Patera that 
the next episode in this drama un- 
folded. Several minutes into the match 
Big John Studd, who had accom- 
panied Patera and Heenan into the 
ring in street clothes, joined Patera in 
double-teaming Hogan as Bobby Hee- 
nan produced his infamous pair of 
snippers and threatened to 
clip off the Hulkster’s golden 
locks. 

This scene should sound 
familiar to WWF fans, 
who several months ago saw 
Hillbilly Jim leave his ring- 
side seat to save Hogan from 
the same fate. But this time it 
was Paul Orndorff’s turn to 
play the hero, as “Mr. Won- 
derful” came barreling out 
of the dressing room door to 
help Hogan clean house of 
Heenan’s “Family.” Once 
again, those in attendance 
and watching at home got to 
see Hogan and Orndorff 
strike up a few body-building 
poses for the cheering fans. 

Since officially becoming 
a favorite of the WWF fans, 
Paul Orndorff has solidified his friend- 
ship with the likes of Hulk Hogan and 
Mr. T, but he has simultaneously made 
more than his share of new enemies. It 
will be interesting to see whether the 
undisputed “Mr. Wonderful” will join 
Hulk Hogan in tag matches, or whether 
he will personally begin knocking off 
his nemesis’ one at a time. a 


JEREMY TEPPER 


sac ne Title Enough 
for a “Living Legend?” 


AMERICA’S CHAMPION: 
LARRY ZBYSZKO 


_ Wrestling’s self-proclaimed “Living Legend” is back, and 
badder than ever. With the newly established America’s Title to call his own, 


Zbyszko considers himself the top 
—if he can ever get a match 


By MIKE EDISON 


he air in Pittsburgh sinks, 

Smokestacks spew forth 

foul black soot and the 

sweat of steel workers 
hangs in the air. On the Eastside of 
Pittsburgh, the Sammartino household 
smells more like good food and cham- 
pionship pride—but somewhere be- 
tween the kitchen and the trophy room 
lingers an arrogant and unyielding 
presence that even the ghost of Dale 
Carnegie could not exorcise. It is a 
permanently snarled lip in the face of 
one of wrestling’s greatest champions— 
the omnipresent sneer of Larry Zbysz- 
ko. And seven years after he became 
“The New Living Legend” by destroy- 
ing Bruno in a steel cage at Shea Sta- 
dium, Larry Zbyszko’s World Title 
may finally become a reality. 

I chose what I thought was an ob- 
scure restaurant in Midtown Manhat- 
tan to meet Mr. Zbyszko, and I was 
sitting at the far end of the bar working 
on my third Viceroy when I noticed 
four very familiar faces in my peri- 
phery. Three guys from a competing 
magazine were shooting the breeze 
with Bob Backlund. I threw my ciga- 
rette on the floor and ordered a double. 
Zbyszko was not going to like this. I lit 
another cigarette as he came swagger- 


__ Photos by George Napolitano 


candidate to topple Rick Martel 
with the AWA Champion!! 


ing into the bar. 

“Isn't it great to meet a living 
legend?” he boasted carelessly while 
tossing a century note on the bar. I had 
to agree. I was hoping that he wouldn’t 
notice Backlund, but it was already too 
late. “Gimme a double shot of Wild 
Turkey,” he ordered, and then in a 
more boisterous tone he bellowed 
“and give Bobby another Shirley 
Temple.” Zbyszko downed his whis- 
key with the same lightning efficiency 
of his Corkscrew Neckbreaker. “Let's 
get outta here,” he said. “I got the 
creeps ... Pasta-face’ll prob’ly show 
up next.” He left the change on the bar 
and bolted for the door. 

Zbyszko hailed a Checker cab and 
we headed for a bar downtown. “At 
least I know he isn’t tryng to break into 
my hotel room and swipe my belt,” 
Zbyszko offered. “Last week at the 
Meadowlands he came into my dress- 
ing room and tried to grab it. And then 
he went crying to old man Gagne 
*cause I Suplexed him out in the hall. 
He’s got no class.” 

The belt “The Living Legend” was 
referring to is the newly established 
America’s Title, which he recently 
won in a tournament in Mexico City. 
“T beat Slaughter in the final round,” 
Zbyszko told me as we turned on to 


Larry Zbyszko has been Bob Backlund’s bitter rival since the days when he challenged Backlund for the WWF Title. 
Both men have met again recently on the Pro Wrestling U.S.A. circuit, and here Zbyszko gets the better of the 
“People’s Champion” with a Side Headlock on the mat-floor (above), and a Chinlock while standing up (below) - 


Third Avenue. “Very big deal. I didn’t 
even work up a sweat!” Since then he 
has successfully defended the title 
against Backlund, Von Raschke, Sgt. 
Slaughter, Greg Gagne, and The Tonga 
Kid, and now he is a top contender for 
Rick Martel’s AWA World’s Heavy- 
weight Title. 

Zbyszko’s matches against Back- 
lund, though, have been for the wres- 
tling purist the state of the art—they 
have consistently been a top-shelf dis- 


rulebreaking, he is a gifted scientific 
wrestler who can go hold-for-hold 
with Bob Backlund on any night of the 
week. The Leglocks, Armbars, Sup- 
lexes, and the rest are all expertly writ- 
ten into his grappling vernacular. But 
Larry Zbyszko knows something that 
Backlund never will—no pretension 
of sportsmanship can ever be as grati- 
fying as the arrogant swagger of a man 
victorious. And so he is also well 
versed in the righteous ways of rule 


ZBYSZKO: 


“Gimme a double shot 


of Wild Turkey 


and give Bobby [Backlund] 
another Shirley Temple.” 
PERS TO Pd Re) 


play of grappling virtuosity. Make no 
mistake—these men hate each other— 
these matches could in fact be billed as 
grudge matches (the animosity goes 
back almost to Bruno’s trophy room; 
Zbyszko tried hard, even beat Back- 
lund by count out, to capture the 
WWF Crown of Glory), but more 
importantly, these have been wrestling 
matches, not hyped up fist fights. 
Despite Zbyszko’s reputation for 


evasion. Perhaps this makes Larry 
Zbyszko the perfect wrestler—he has 
the skill and ability to wrestle, and the 
intelligence and ring savvy to win— 
even if winning means something be- 
sides wrestling. (Like when he paid 
Killer Brooks $25,000 for the National 
Belt, and then went on to defend it 
against every legitimate contender.) 
Already, due to Larry’s ring presence 
and successful defenses, the America’s 


Larry Zbyszko’s wrestling skills range from the purely scientific, as he prepares to lift Backlund up for a Suplex 
(left), to vicious rulebreaking, as he rams his opponent's head into the corner turnbuckle (right). 


Zbyszko keeps a tight grip on Bob 
Backlund’s chin as he drives his knee 
deep into his rival’s back. 


Title has become a prestigious belt, 
and it doesn’t look like Zbyszko is 
going to give it up too soon 

The Checker pulled up in front of a 
hole in the wall tavern and Zbyszko 
chucked the driver a twenty while 
barking something about a living leg- 
end. It seems that he is bent on con- 
stantly denouncing his legacy through 
aggravated arrogance. But all the ban- 
ter about living legends only reminds 
one of Zbyszko’s past. I didn’t tell 
Larry that 


ZBYSZKO: 


sign the match. It’s like Bruno and 
Backlund all over again, they all have a 
slush fund that stinks worse than Pitts- 
burgh. And they know once I get in the 
ring with Martel and win the AWA 
World’s Title, I won’t let go of it until 
I'm good and ready. Martel and his 
crooks are scared, but sooner or later 
they'll concede to a real living legend. 
The fans are starving to see a living 
legend bring some respect back to that 
tarnished belt!” 

You have to take a man like Larry 


“Once I getin the ring with Martel 
and win the AWA World’s Title, 


I won’t let go of it 


until I’m good and ready!” 


Inside the bar, sweat and stale smoke 
hung in the air. I thought about Pitts- 
burgh and about Bruno’s trophy room 
I thought about living legends. We or- 
dered beers. 

“Write this down,” Zbyszko barked. 
“Martel is scared. He won't wrestle 
me. I’m the legitimate contender for 
his belt—a belt, I might add, that is 
now almost completely worthless! But 
I could change that—look what I’ve 
done for the America’s Belt—but Mar- 
tel and his payroll of promoters won't 


Zbyszko very seriously. Cloaked in a 
cloud of arrogance and bitter anger is 
a wrestler whose ring accomplishments 
command respect. He has proven again 
and again that the self-proclaimed 
“Living Legend” is indeed champion- 
ship caliber. Perhaps Martel can justify 
losing his precious ten pounds of gold 
to a legend—perhaps when Larry 
Zbyszko becomes the next World’s 
Champion he'll relax and let his legend 
speak for him. Probably not. a 
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Mid-Atlantic Big Shot 
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“Tm restoring — | 
dignity tothe © 
United States 
Championship!! 
Since defeating Wahoo McDaniel in a Steel Cage 
for the prestigious U.S. Title, Terry Allen has done 
his best to defend his new belt with honor 


and now he’s gunning for Ric Flair’s Band of Gold!! 
By D.M. KIRKLAND 


United States Heavyweight Champion Magnum Terry Allen looks up from 
the business at hand to acknow ledge the cheers of the Mid Atlantic fans. 


| 


Magnum T.A. has Nikita Koloff held down using a Hammerlock (left), which he drives up the Russian’s back 


few years ago, Magnum 
Terry Allen made his 
wrestling debut in the 
South. A lot of people 
and a lot of wrestlers—spotted this 
young talent, and predicted he would 
go far. How right they were! To quote 
World Championship Wrestling’s com- 


forcing Koloff to howl in pain (right). 


mentator Tony Schiavonni, Magnum 
is “the brightest star in wrestling to- 
day!” 

There was a time when Magnum 
himself had doubts about his abilities. 
The years between his debut as a Pro- 
fessional Wrestler and his return to the 
Atlanta area as the U.S. Heavyweight 


Magnum T, 


shows his utter disdain for foreign mat-stars like 


Champion were filled with hard work 
and determination. In his quest for 
style and pertise Magnum has 
worked alone, and as a team-member 
he’s held titles and won honors. 

He went where the competition was 
tough and showed what he could do. 
And he won the respect of the wrestlers 


jikita Koloff. 


he opposed for just that reason. 

At 6’2”, 245 lbs, Magnum Terry 
Allen, with his tanned good looks and 
easy, soft-spoken manner, may justly 
deserve the nickname “America’s 
Heart Throb.” More importantly, how- 
ever, is the effect his presence has had 
on his unlucky opponents. Since his 
return to Atlanta, Magnum T.A. has 
shown us what have been recorded as 
the fastest pinfall victories in NWA 
match history. Against younger less- 
experienced wrestlers, Magnum T.A. 
has recorded wins in less than 30 
seconds. 30 seconds! That’s 15 seconds 
for each of the two moves he uses to set 
his opponent up for the Powerslam 


a a 
MAGNUM T.A.: 
“T deserve respect 
for being the U.S. 
Heavyweight 
Champion. 

I’m working hard 
to be the kind of 
champion that 
people look up to!” 
aT 


that ends the match. And some wins 
are even shorter—TV audiences were 
treated to one that was less than ten 
seconds from start to finish, including 
the three-second count to award the 
fall. 

Of course, you can’t expect such 
talent—or luck—to prevail forever. 

“When I start doubting myself— 
which doesn’t happen very often—I 
putit to the test. I don’t want to just run 
my mouth. I want to be sure I can back 
up what I say,” says Magnum T.A., 
with a gleam in his eye that says he 
means just that. 

Magnum is normally a soft-spoken 
and quiet man with a ready smile. He 
takes wrestling seriously, and he lis- 
tens—really listens—to what’s going 
on around him, 

“T heard Ric Flair out there talking 
about how good he is, and how great 
he looks. He’s a great wrestler, and he 


— 


Tully Blanchard comes flying off the ropes courtesy of Magnum T.A. 
Both wrestlers claim to be the top Mid Atlantic contender to 
Ric Flair's NWA World's Heavyweight Championship. 


deserves respect for being the World’s 
Heavyweight Champion. But I deserve 
respect too as the U.S. Heavyweight 
Champion. I’m working hard to be the 
kind of champion that people can look 
up to!” 

True, Magnum T.A. is working 
hard to earn that respect. His major 
stumbling blocks, however, seem to be 
working just as hard to keep him from 
attaining that World’s Heavyweight 
Belt that he’s set his sights on. Tully 
Blanchard, in particular, seems to have 
ideas about gaining the U.S. Heavy- 
weight Title. Other men like Scott 
“Hog” Irwin and Superstar Billy Gra- 
ham are clamoring for matches. And 
Magnum T.A. has an open contract. 

“Okay, if] have to go through every- 
one in the South to get my shot at that 
World’s Title, I’ll do it. There are too 
many people here who have no busi- 
ness being champions. They’re rip-off 
artists and cheap-shots. Who can be 
proud to see a championship belt on 


somebody like that?” 

“Magnum T.A.’s out there, kissing 
babies and handing out flowers to 
Moms on Mother’s Day,” Blanchard 
replied. “That doesn’t make him a 
great wresler. Fans mean nothing— 
only the title.” 

“You can’t do it without the fans,” 
Magnum replied. “They stand behind 
you and support you, and respect you 
if you deserve that respect. That’s what 
matters to me—the respect of the peo- 
ple, and the belt around my waist!” 

Even Ric Flair had to give grudging 
credit to Magnum when he wrestled 
Scott “Hog” Irwin on World Cham- 
pionship Wrestling’s televised program. 

“He’s trying to make people respect 
his title—he wants them to see that 
he’s no closet champion,” Flair told 
commentator Dave Crockett and Tony 
Schiavonni during that match. “But he 
might have made a mistake—he might 
be overmatched.” 

As the match wore on and Irwin 


appeared to have the upper hand, Flair 
again suggested Magnum had erred in 
agreeing to a televised title match. 

“Everyone's watching—a loss here 
would do irreparable damage to his 
standing,” Flair insisted, sounding 
pleased. 

“It’s a matter of who wants it 
more—” Dave Crockett suggested. 

“Exactly,” Flair agreed. “Does Mag- 
num want to keep it as bad as Irwin 
wants to win it?” 

In the ring, Scott Irwin seemed to be 
carrying the match to Magnum, and 
the audience chanted “Magnum, Mag- 
num” with gathering intensity. Mo- 
ments later, Magnum T.A. caught 
Irwin in a whip off the ropes and put 
him down with a Powerslam for the 
three-count. A strangely silent Ric 
Flair left the set as Magnum’s hand 
DE 


MAGNUM T.A.: 
“That’s what 
matters to me— 
the respect of 
the people, and the 
belt around 

my waist!” 
RET ES SS YS 
was raised in victory. After a brief rest, 
Magnum T.A. had something to say 
on his own behalf. 

“T'm out to be the best. If it takes 
wrestling all the other people in this 
area with some claim to contention— 
for my belt or for the World’s Title, 
then that’s what I'll do. I’m proud of 
what this title stands for, and I want to 
be able to wear the World’s Title with 
the same kind of pride. I’m ready for 
the test anytime Ric Flair is!” 

Around his busy schedule, Magnum 
T.A. tries to find time to relax, prefer- 
ring good company, good music, and 
his motorcycle to noisy city areas. He 


soon have to face. Beyond it all, how- 
ever, looms the final confrontation in 
quest of the World’s Title. 

“All my life I’ve been training to be 
the best—to be #1. So far, I’ve met all 
my goals, and I don’t plan to stop 
now.” 

The quiet sincerity and the convic- 
tion behind that statement should be 
fair warning to all his opponents that 
Magnum T.A. is not a fast-fading 
comet, but a bright new star on the 
Southern Horizon. One that plans to 
be around for a long time to come! 


“The Pride of the U. ” Don 
Kernodle and Magnum T.A. embrace 
after a grueling tag-team victory 
(right). 


Magnum T.A. works over the scalp of Indian Chief Wahoo McDaniel. 
Magnum beat McDaniel in a Steel Cage Match for the U.S. Title. 


tries to keep his eye on his opponents, 
and on likely young talent he may 


Magnum Terry Allen indicates who the #1 wrestler in the Mid A tlantic is!! 


=) SPECIAL PULLOUT 
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UGANDAN 
DEATH 
MATCH 


SGT. SLAUGHTER 


n the course of his illustrious Sarge who decided to go tO it alone. the top rope and pinned Bily Robinson 
career, Sgt. Slaughter, the * All- And the Sarge was doing just beauti- for the victory! 
American Hero” has waged fully. After many of the teams had Even though he had won, the Sarge 
war against Iranian Sheiks, Rus- been eliminated all that remained were was still not satisfied. He ran outside 
sian big mouths, as well as many other Slaughter, the Road Warriors, Kamala, the ring and began choking the w ild 
men with strong anti-American senti- and Billy Robinson. In a matter of Ugandan Slaughter wouldn't let up 
ments. But out of the hundreds of peo- minutes the Sarge managed to elimi- fora second. Finally, Billy Robinson 
ple that Slaughter has battled, only one nate the awesome Road Warriors. came at him with a chair in his hand. 
has managed to make Sarge £9 abso- Now he had to contend with Billy Crac The sound echoed throughout 
lutely berserk. That man 1S the wild Robinson and Kamala. The Sarge tore the arena. Using the chair, Robinson 
Ugandan Giant, Kamala. into his archrivals with a vengeance had clubbed the Sarge into oblivion. 
“P11 kill him if have to.” Slaughter and after several minutes of fie 
has vowed. “Pl do whatever Is neces- fighting, Slaughter hurled Kamala over 
sary to beat this man. He’s a low life. 
He’s scum. He’s the worst creature on 


Now the two villains began to double- 
team the Sarge- Finally, after several 


the face of the earth. Noteven the Iron 
Sheik made me this angry, and believe 
me he'll pay for this!” 

Why is the Sarge So upset? To 
understand one has to gO back to the 
beginning After Sgt. Slaughter joined 
Pro Wrestling USA he set out to rid the 
area of every anti-American. But the 
Sarge nevet expected to encounter the 
kind of problem that’s now confront- 
ing him During his first appearance on 
the Pro Wrestling USA circuit, Slaugh- 
ter entered the big $100,000 Tag- 
Team Battle Royale in the Meadow- 
lands. 

Slaughter’s partner, Crusher Black- Sg Slaughter called on reinforcements In the form of Baron 
well, was unable to W restle due to an counter Kamala’s manager Skandor Akbar and Billy Rol 


Von Raschke to 
binson in their 


injury, however, but this didn’t stop the Ugandan Death Match 


The referee immediately brought 


situation and prevailed 
out the stretcher. 


d Baron Von Raschke to 
second him in the ring. Kamala, mean- 
while, not only had Billy Robinson, 
but also had Skandor Akbar in his 
corner. At the sound of the opening 
bell the two men tore into each other 
with a vengeance. This wasn’t any 


They rolled Slaugh- 


in a do or die 
upon his frien 


minutes of relentless attack, reinforce- 
ments ran tO the ring to help out the 
Sarge. At the sight of the onrushing 
mob, Kamala and Bily Robinson made 
a hasty retreat. 
Several weeks Jater Slaughter and 
Kamala squared off in the New Haven 
Coliseum ina Ugandan Death Match. 
This was absolute mayhem. The Sarge ordinary match, it was 4 fight to the 
went all out to beat his Ugandan death! Kamala tried every dirty, rotten 
enemy, and he nearly did. But once trick in the book to eliminate the 
again Billy Robinson saved the day for Sarge, butno matter what he tried, the 
Kamala when he clobbered Slaughter Sarge was ready. After close to fifteen 
i ficial verdict minutes of fighting, however, Slaugh- 
ter was hurled out of the ring by 
Kamala and Billy Robinson and Skan- 


ble to make it back into 
dor Akbar proceeded to pound him 


Sarge was una) 


the ring. 

The beautiful Meadowlands Arena senseless. Baron Von Raschke tried to 

in East Rutherford, NJ. as the scene intervene, but was driven back by 
Robinson. Finally, Kamala picked 


er his head and 


for their third showdown. This time 
nto the cement 


the bout was 4 Ugandan Stretcher 
Match, with the loser to be carried out 
etcher. The Sarge knew he was 


Slaughter up high ov! 
pounded him straight i 
floor. Slaughter was out cold. 


ona str 
Kamala uses the ring rope (0 choke the Sarge (above), 
to roll him on his back to inflict 


and then tries 
more damage (below). 


‘amented. 
TTY me out Of the rin, 


Sgt a ghte bis nts revenge a” the announcer 5 icrophone Serves as Nother 
Worst Ww can’t live With the handy Weapon to Strangle Sou. Slaughter With, 
thought the amala has two VICtOries 7 
OVer hin i NEXt mate, Should be T Will. To ake Sure y UF stooges don’t 
all-out War. “If T do him nex, Mlerfere, Xt time 
ume, it's Ver2 Aughte las 
Mised. ali 
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Is the Fire Gone? 


MAGNIFICENT 
MURACO 


“Hogan’s Ruined the WWF Title, 
It Means Nothing 
to Me Anymore!!!” 


After convincingly thrashing Hulk Hogan on several oc. 
denied the championship belt, Magnificent Don Murac: 
the gold in utter disgust. In an informal locker-room c. 

some of the reasons why Muraco fee 


he Magnificent Muraco 

bursts through the dressing 

room door like a shotgun 

blast through a storm 
window. The cords are Popping out of 
his thick neck. So far at least, he’s 
ranting and raving in absolute silence, 
in a furious sort of pantomime. His 
Sugar-cane brown eyes frantically 
search the room for something they 
know isn’t there. 

Mr. Fuji, trailing him into the dress- 
ing room, looks about as inscrutable as 
ever. His man Muraco has just defeated 
WWF Heavyweight Champ Hulk 
Hogan by count-out. Of course he 
didn’t win the belt, because the title 
doesn’t change hands on a count-out. 
Despite this, Fuji seems self-assured, 
almost self-congratulatory in the grace 
of his contentment. He notices Bobby 
Heenan studying a fat bundle of scout- 
ing reports, and a few beer-sodden 
reporters studying Muraco with quick 
alarm. 

Suddenly, the Magnificent One soft- 
ens his features and grunts like a 
wounded bear. “Hogan!” he yells. 
“How can that &#$@ call himself a 
champion?! I destroyed him—he 
couldn’t wrestle more than fifteen min- 
utes. He was exhausted and had him- 
self counted out on purpose!” 

“Why don’t you file a protest with 
the Championship Committee?” a 
waggish reporter asks him. This com- 
ment provokes sardonic fits of laughter 
among the other reporters present. 

Muraco stops short in his pacing, 
and freezes. Muttering’ bitter oaths 
under his breath, far back in the hol- 
low cavities of his throat, he covers his 
face with his hands and leaves, Fuji, 
looking a little worried now, follows 
Muraco out of the room. 

After they were gone, Bobby Hee- 
nan put down the scouting reports and 
shook his head. “Magnificence can be 
a burden,” he stated flatly, “The old 
Don Muraco would have ripped the 


By JIM SCHUERMANN 


door off that locker over there with his 
bare hands and gnawed on it. Then 
everybody would have left the room, 
because he’d be capable of murder, 
The man hada lot of pride—some call 
it arrogance, but I call it pride—and he 
knew that he could beat any other 
wrestler senseless when he was angry. 
When he was angry. ... 

“Now I've seen a lot of great wrest- 
lers in my time who need to drive 
themselves out of their minds in order 
A cool, calculated strategy isn’t 


to wi 


\: 


Magnificent Don Muraco hasn 


t approached his pursuit of Hulk Hogan's 
Heavyweight C hampionship with anywhere near the intenstiy with which he 
and Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka Seuded for the Intercontinental Belt, 


always the best way to go, especially 
for the guys who used to be fan favor- 
ites like Muraco. Don’s style has never 
really changed, he just got bleeped off 
and knew he had to use that anger in 
the ring. 

“You don’t have to tell me what hap- 
pened in the match with Hogan. I’ve 
seen him wrestle that clown in other 
cities, and he’s been atrocious. I don’t 
understand it either. If he can’t get 
worked up over a damned no-talent 
fool like Stanley Steroid out there... ai 
know / get mad every time I think 
about that MTV superhero with his 
well-oiled mitts on the title. But Don 


casions lately and still being 
0 has given up his quest for 
hat, Bobby Heenan explains 
ls burnt out. 


isn’t angry enough. You know what he 
actually told me late last night? “Ho- 
gan’s ruined that title. It means nothing 
to me anymore.’ What kind of thing is 
that for a challenger to say? And what 
killed me was the way he said it, in a 
lost, miserable tone of voice. I’m wor- 
ried about him, and his career as well.” 

It’s true that Muraco’s rage makes 
him a better grappler. Some wrestlers 


posing poetry or musing over the 
advanced hydrodynamics of the per- 
fect wave, when he should be thinking 
about the match. Anger serves to focus 
his canyon-wide attention span on 
hurting people. 

However, one must pay the price for 
such an hyperemotional approach to 
their work. To wrestlers like, say, 
Bruiser Brody or The Sheepherders, 


BOBBY HEENAN: | 


‘He [Muraco] knew that he could beat 
any other wrestler senseless when he 


was angry.” 


psych themselves out and get sloppy 
when they’re angry, but Muraco has 
the tendency to “out-think” himself 
without it. He is an extraordinarily 
complex man whose mind often wan- 
ders in the ring because it travels in so 
many directions. He often looks pre- 
occupied in the ring because he’s com- 


hate comes as naturally as breathing, 
They barely even think about it, bru- 
tality is a way of life in and out of the 
ring. Muraco is a sensitive and philo- 
sophical man, though; he’s not kidding 
when he talks about living on “the 
dark side,” for brutality was a con- 
scious and difficult choice for him. 


A\ 


Another one of Magnificent 
Muraco’s arch-rivals is Pedro 
Morales, with whom he also feuded 
for the Intercontinental Title. Now 
that Morales has returned to the 
WWF, maybe he and Muraco will 
face off again. 


Paul Orndorff, another ring tactician 
who fuel himself on anger, 
cracked under the pressures and res- 
ponsibilities of evil. He, too, may have 
burned himself out emotionally. To 
say Muraco could be “a shell of his 
former self” is an appropriate meta- 
phor, because he may have cannibal- 
ized the sweet red meat of his anger 
and left himself barren. 

But don’t count the Magnificent 
One out entirely. For one thing, any 
emotion is capable of regeneration. 
For another, Heenan was wrong about 
the Hogan match. Muraco was in con- 
trol throughout, but he wrestled me- 
thodically in order to best defeat Ho- 
gan. Hogan’s main advantage is his 
size, and his main disadvantage (aside 
from a lack of basic skills) is a lack of 
stamina. He has never withstood the 
punishment of an hour-long match. 


RRR Se ea 
BOBBY HEENAN: 
“He [Muraco] just 

got bleeped off 

and knew he had to 
use that anger 
in the ring.” 

DEERE ES 

Like a boxer who specializes in early 

knockouts, he may not be able to go 

the distance. Muraco should have 
known, however, that any champion 
can stay out of the ring as long as 
he/she wants to in order to save his or 
her skin. This strategy is also a mistake 
because Muraco shouldn't be wasting 
title shots. Hogan rarely defends the 
title more than a few times a month, 
and he has a long list of contenders to 
deal with in the ever-expanding WWF. 

The question remains, however, why 
isn’t the Magnificent One as fired up 
about Hogan as he was about Pedro 

Morales, Tommy Rich, or Jimmy 

Snuka in the past? Did he expend too 

much blood and anger in past feuds? A 

wrestler close to Muraco, who prefers 

to remain anonymous, insists that he 
simply doesn’t care about the WWF 

Heavyweight Title; “He’s waiting for 

some fan favorite to beat (Greg) Val- 


must 


entine, so he can wrestle him and win 
the ICC belt back. He considers that 
his title (He held it twice before.—Ed.), 
and he knows he can beat Valentine 
but the WWF won't sanction a match 
between two rulebreakers.” 

One thing is certain—the Magnifi- 
cent Muraco is as naturally gifted as 
any man in the Federation. At this 
time, he may be going through hell; 
somehow, his soul and fighting spirit 
could be jeopardized. But, like Heenan 
said, magnificence can be a burden. 


Magnificent Muraco can be one of 
the most dangerous men in 
Professional Wrestling when his 
raging temper is unleashed. Here he 
sets up his trademark Piledriver 
(right), and flings Jose Luis Rivera 
into the corner turnbuckle (below). 
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DUSTY RHODES AND 
ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 


Tear Into Each Other 


In a Wild Bunkhouse BrawI!! 


What can you say about a classic match-up like this? 


Except that it’s bound to be a 
bloody, gorey mess!! 


By JESSE VON GARON 


ut back behind the Eddie 
Graham Sports Complex 
in Orlando, Fla. an am- 
bulance patiently awaits 
word on the evening’s main event. It’s not 
the first time the ambulance and its crew has 
been summoned to this particular arena, as 
the regular wrestling cards here are known 
for their exce: brutality, and usually at least 
one of the participants requires medical attention. \ 
But tonight is different, the main event hasn’t even 
begun yet and already the first aid vehicle has 
alloted its evening to the parking lot outside. 
Word is out that tonight’s card could prove to 
be the bloodiest in Florida mat history. 
The tension within the arena is fever- 
ish as the main event draws nigh. 
Tonight the Florida fans will be 
witness to a battle of epic mat 
war proportions. 
Dusty Rhodes ys. Abdullah 
the Butcher. Need anyone say 
more? With a pairing like this the 
promoters could’ve easily hung up 
the phone and filled the undercard 
with so many nobodies, and still no one 
would have complained. Just seeing these two 
timeless giants at each other’s throats is enough to 
send a true wrestling fan to a peaceful grave. 
Dusty Rhodes vs. Abdullah the Butcher. To say that 
bad blood exists between the two would be the under- 
statement of the twentieth century. Enough blood has 
been spilled by these two soldiers to supply special 
effects for a dozen more Friday the 13th flicks. In 
just about every major wrestling region in America 


Abdullah the Butcher holds Dusty Rhodes by the hair and raises his fork high in the air (left), and then rams it down 
sadistically into Dusty’s forehead, sending Rhodes sprawling to the mat-floor (right). 


that the two have met the mat floor 
had to be mopped up after the match. 
Maps could be drawn from the scar 
tissue on their foreheads pointing out 
the wheres and whens. Only their rest- 
less souls could tell you why. 

Every type of specialty match one 
can imagine has featured Rhodes and 
the Butcher, from Steel Cages to the 
almost inhuman Barbed Wire Fence 
Match, and tonight Orlando would 
host the latest installment in a sadistic 
series. There aren’t any extra rules to a 
Bunkhouse Match, and that’s the whole 
point. There really aren’t any rules at 
all. It’s a come as you are type of 
match, be it in street clothes or what 
have you, just be ready to brawl. 
You can bet your booty that no holds 
are barred, and neither are any objects 
you can sneak into the Squared Circle. 
There’s no time limit either, just two 
modern-day gladiators fighting it out 
to the finish—'til one or the other can 
no longer continue, and that’s where 


the ambulance outside comes in. 
Back in the locker rooms at the 

Eddie Graham Sports Complex two 

distinct zones have been drawn. The 


Abdullah the Butcher brutally gouges 
the right eye of Dusty Rhodes, rub- 
bing in the blood flowing from his 
head and temporarily blinding the 
“American Dream.” 


promoters have taken special care to 
assure that the opponents in tonight’s 
conflict avoid contact before the open- 
ing bell. Like two pure-bred roosters 
raised for the cockfights, Dusty and 
Abdullah are being kept cloistered 
until the moment when they can tear 
each other to shreads. The spectators 
aren’t placing bets on this fight though, 
they paid good money to get in and 
they don’t want to miss a wasted 
moment of warfare. 

After the opening introductions the 
two warriors size each other up as 
they pace around the ring. It’s been 
some time since Dusty and Abdullah 
have last met, and no new scars or 
layer of flab goes unnoticed. Finally 
they lock hands and pull themselves 
together, exchanging Headlocks and 
hard knuckles. But it isn’t long before 
the Butcher is up to his old tricks, as his 
blows to Dusty’s head start having a 
greater effect. At first Abdullah tries to 
disguise the foreign object in his hand, 


Dusty Rhodes motions to the crowd that he’s got his Bionic Elbow ready, 
and brings it crashing down onto Abdullah the Butcher. 


but when he realizes that no one is 
going to stop him he becomes more 
obvious, and everyone in the arena can 
plainly see that he is holding a fork. 

By this time all pretense of scientific 
wrestling has been abandoned, and the 
Butcher goes to work with big broad 
strokes to the fleshy forehead of the 
“American Dream,” which is soon 
busted wide open and oozing buckets 
of blood. Up in the air and then down 
comes the Butcher’s kitchen utensil, 
carving his name in Dusty’s scalp as 
the audience looks on in horror. Food 
sales at the concession stands drop to 
and some already sold is retched 
back up onto the arena floor. Women 
and those with weak stomachs turn 
away from the action. Parents shield 
their children’s innocent eyes. The 
medics in the ambulance outside are 
put on special alert. 

Though Dusty Rhodes can barely 
see for the crude crimson mask blind- 
ing his eyes, the “American Dream” 
musters the strength to launch an 
offensive. Several Throat Chops and 
an elbow or two to Abdullah’s upper 
chest knocks the Butcher off balance, 
and after Rhodes’ patented Bionic 
Elbow to the brain it’s Dusty’s turn on 
top, and more elbows and cowboy 
boots come crashing into the floored 
form of Abdullah the Butcher. With 
the killer instinct now officially in 
motion, Dusty grabs the bloody fork 
out of Abdullah’s hand an puts it to 
work. Now both participants are bleed- 
ing profusely as they wallow around in 
a slippery red pool. The ambulance 


outside is swiftly informed of thier 
blood-types and is told to have several 
extra pints on emergency call. 

The fork changes hands several 
times over the next few minutes, as 
both men jab each other mercilessly. 
Finally, it’s much more than anyone 
can bare to watch, though neither 
grappler seems ready to give in, and 
the timekeeper at ringside sounds his 
bell signaling the match’s finish. No 
official result can be announced, how- 
ever, as immediate measures are taken 
to separate the two blood thirsty ring 
warriors . 

Waiting in the rear is the medical 
crew, ready with bandages enough to 


handle an army. First they take care of 


Tp oneam 


Dusty, who gratefully accepts the at- 
tention to his wounds—though barely 
conscious from loss of blood the 
“Dream” still takes care to avoid 
potential infection. In the opposite 
area Abdullah the Butcher waves off 
all treatment. Instead the Sudan native 
wipes his forehead clean and licks the 
blood off his hand. An ear-to-ear grin 
breaks over the Butcher's ragged face 
as he pulls out a jumbo stogie and 
begins taking satisfying tokes from the 
big cigar. These post-match looks at 
the two mat stars betray a lot about 
their character, and though the night 
hasn’t established any clear-cut victor, 
it has definitely been the Butcher’s 
kind of match. A real bloodbath! 


Finally, Dusty Rhodes grabs the fork out of the Butcher's hand (above), 
and gives the big man a healthy dose of his own medicine (right). 


A Family Feud!! , 


S ae 4 te i eo 

To defend the honor of his son Greg, Verne Gaghe made his triumphant e 

return to ring action recently, but the father-son combination still have a 
score to settle with Nick Bockwinkel and Mr. Saito. 


The scheming team of Nick Bockwinkel and Mr. Saito make plans to ruin Verne Gagne’s first appearance in the 


Squared Circle in over three years. 


VERNE AND GREG GAGNE 


VS. 


NICK BOCKWINKEL 
AND MR. SAITO 


St. Paul Civic Center, St. Paul, Minnesota 


Nick Bockwinkel’s vendetta against the Gagne family just refuses to die, and 
after constantly harassing young Greg for months on end, his father Verne 
had witnessed all he could stand. For the first time in over three years AWA 


legend Verne Gagne donned the tights to join his son ina tag-team match 
against Bockwinkel and Mr, Saito... but this family feud is hardly finished!! 


efore a packed house of 

over 16,000 fans at the St 

Paul Civic Center, the leg- 

endary Verne Gagne and 

his son Greg defeated Mr. Saito and 

Nick Bockwinkel, but not without 
grave consequences 

After a number of vicious sneak 


By MARVIN GORDON 


attacks over the past few months, 
directed at his son Greg by Bockwin- 
kel and Saito, Verne Gagne had had 
enough. It had been well over three 
years since Verne had last stepped foot 
in the ring, and when he decided to 


return many fans were skeptical of his 
decision. All except for Verne and 
Greg, Said Verne, “It’s not like I just 
had three weeks of training. . . . | have 
30 years of experience behind me.” 
Nick Bockwinkel, after weeks of taunt- 
ing Verne, was all smiles when he 
heard the former champ wanted to 


= 


Greg was the first of the two Gagne 
over the past few months. Here } 


Corkscrew Neckbreaker (left), high-flying Greg comes 


and Mr 


turn and team with his son he 
last time Nick and Verne hooked up, 
Gagne defeated Bockwinkel for the 
AWA Heavyweight Title and then 
retired. This was Nick’s chance for 
revenge. 

Just minutes after Saito and Bock- 
winkel entered the ring to a round of 
boos and various projectiles, Greg & 
Verne stormed the ring and cleaned 


He may be getting olde 
with this Reve 


to enter the ring, 


‘onfounds 


house, sending their adversaries flying 
out of the ring and heading for cover. 
As soon as order was restored by refe- 
ree Marty Miller, the match was un- 
derway. Early on the Gagnes were in 
full control. It was mostly Greg who 
was on the offensive, delivering painful 
kicks and punches to both Bockwinkel 
and Saito. It was ob that he 
wanted to pay back his opponents for 


but Verne Gagne pro 
Dropkick to an oncoming Nick Bockwinkel. 


and he tried to revenge the actions of Bockwinkel and Saito 
ick Bockwinkel has Greg in a Front Face Lock which he’s about to convert into a 
leaping off the turnbuckle onto a prone Bockwinkel (center), 
Gagne with a Side Headlock (right). 


the punishment he had suffered over 
the prior few months. It was not for 
long, however, as Greg made the mis- 
take of turning his back on his oppo- 
nents outside the ring. He was sud- 
denly being double-teamed and Verne 
wasn’t able to come to his aid as the 
referee kept chasing him back to his 
corner. 

This double-team effort took its toll 


’S that he can still get it up 


As soon as Greg tagged off to his 
father, Verne Gagne entered the ring 
like a human dynamo and proceeded 
to punch out Mr. Saito (above), and 
rock Nick Bockwinkel with a rough 

uppercut (left). 


on Greg. He looked hurt and tired and 
was trying vainly to tag off to his 
father. After several minutes of unsuc- 
cessful tag attempts, he finally made it. 
After the tag Verne took to the ring like 

xas tornado, delivering Chops, 
, and Drop-Kicks at an unrelent- 
ing pace. Verne had Bockwinkel in the 
ring and applied his famous Sleeper 
Hold and it looked like the match 
would be over. Bockwinkel was able 
to break the hold, however, and then 
applied a Sleeper of his own. Verne 
quickly reversed it and re-applied his 
Sleeper. Mr. Saito then entered the 
ring and struck Gagne from behind. As 
the referee was trying to get Saito out 
of the ring, Bockwinkel was lifting 
Verne for what was going to be a Back 
Breaker. As he lifted Verne, Greg 
jumped into the ring and delivered a 
Drop-Kick to his father’s back, send- 
ing both Verne and Nick down to the 


canvas with Verne on top. 

As the referee turned back to the 
action, he saw Verne laying on top of 
Nick and counted the pin thereby giv- 
ing the Gagnes the victory. The crowd 
cheered wildly as the Gagnes exited 
the ring to be interviewed. But all was 
not over! As the Gagnes were giving a 
TV interview, Bockwinkel and Saito 
attacked them with Saito going after 
Greg and Bockwinkel hitting Verne 
over the head with a steel folding chair. 
While Greg was fighting off Saito, 
Bockwinkel pulled the stunned Verne 
off of the concrete floor and proceeded 
to Piledrive him back onto it! Greg 
was finally able to fight off both oppo- 
nents, but it was too late. Verne, who 
was unconscious for a number of min- 
utes, had to be helped back to the 
locker room area. This war is defi- 
nitely not over! a 


Op recevereet 


Verne Gagne holds his head after 
being Piledriven onto the cement 
floor during a post-match interview, 
while Greg fends off Nick 
Bockwinkel with a steel folding chair. 


Photos by George Napolitano 


KING TONGA 


“Tll show Rick Martel 
Who's Boss'!!” 


By GEORGE NAPOLITANO 


here must be something 
in the Pacific sunshine 
that has helped to produce 
such outstanding mat-stars 


as Fiji Island sensation “Superfly” 
Jimmy Snuka, and Afa, Sika, and 
Samala from the Island of Samoa. But 
they are not alone. There are several 


Martial arts master King Tonga is dying to get his hands on Rick Martel 
and the AWA Heavyweight Championship. 


other Islanders ready to make their 
presence felt in the North American 
mat wars, the most notable being the 
mighty King from the Island of Tonga. 
Tonga is a tiny island in the South 
Pacific nestled between Fiji and New 
Zealand, and while growing up in this 
tropical paradise the young Tonga 
dreamed of someday pursuing a wres- 
tling career. At the time Tonga wasn’t 
interested in a Professional Wrestling 
career, however, his first goal was to 
become a Sumo Wrestling champion. 
Tonga faithfully practiced his craft 
and ina few years became the number 
one Sumo Wrestler on his island. But 
to truly excel in Sumo one has to go to 
Japan. After reigning supreme on 
Tonga for several years, the youngster 
traveled to Japan in hopes of becom- 
ing a Sumo Grand Master. But 
while competing in Sumo, Tonga 
took an interest in the pro mat 
scene. Eventually a mutual friend in- 
troduced him to the legendary Japa- 
nese star, Baba the Giant. Baba was 
impressed with Tonga and told him 
that with proper training his opportu- 
nities would be limitless in the profes- 
sional ranks. after much consideration, 
Tonga decided to train with Baba and 
for the next couple of years Tonga 
became a disciple of the legendary 
Japanese star. Finally, after a two year 
apprenticeship, Tonga was ready. His 


professional debut came on Aug. 17, 
1977, and almost eight years to the day 
later King Tonga finds himself ranked 
in the Top Ten with an outstanding 
chance of winning the big one. 

“Tt hasn’t been easy,” Tonga admit- 
ted, “but I’ve stuck it out and I know 
that my time will come. I have to give a 
great deal of credit to Baba the Giant 
and Jumbo Tsuruta for giving me the 
chance to break into the sport, and for 
encouraging me to pursue a wrestling 
career.” 

Watching Tonga in action one will 
see an abundance of martial arts moves. _ 

His Side Kicks and Back Kicks are /” their previous encounters King Tonga has given Rick Martel a hard time 
absolutely deadly. No one in the sport but hasn't taken the title from him. Here Tonga holds the champ by his head 
with the exception of Tiger Mask has and readies him for a Piledriver (above), and plans a Karate Chop 

as an extensive a marital arts back- to break Martel’s loosely applied Armbar (below). 
ground as Tonga. But that’s not all. 
Besides his martial arts moves Tonga is 
askilled technician who can wrestle as 
good as any of the top scientific 
wrestlers in the sport, as well as fly 
around the ring a la his island “bro- 
ther,” Superfly Jimmy Snuka. 

“T’ve been lucky in that I’ve been 
able to learn so many different types of 
moves,” Tonga related. “The martial 
arts skills I acquired while in Japan 
where Jumbo Tsuruta had a hand in 
teaching me many of the scientific 
holds that I use. Terry Funk helped me 
with the right stuff, and like many of 
my South Pacific brothers I was born 
with the gift of fight!” 

While wrestling in the Caribbean, 
Tonga captured the North American 
Heavyweight Title, the Caribbean 
Championship, and the World Tag- 
Team Championship. Now the Ton- 
gan sensation is hoping to become just 
as successful in the United States. Cur- 
rently Tonga is wrestling in the AWA 
for Pro Wrestling USA and the King 
has a mission. His main goal is to win 
the AWA World’s Heavyweight Title. 
Unfortunately, Tonga has already had 
one chance against AWA champion 
Rick Martel, and Martel still has the 
belt. 

“I could say I was cheated,” Tonga 
remarked, “but what would that prove. 
Rick Martel is an excellent wrestler 


King Tonga is a veteran mat-star with over ten years of experience behind him. Here Tonga grapples with two 
all-time greats, Jos LeDuc (left), and seven-time NWA Champ Harley Race (right). 


but his day will come. And when it 
does, it’s going to be me that’s going to 
do him in.” 

So far in his career King Tonga 
holds victories over many of the sport’s 
superstars. He’s defeated such notables 
as Harley Race, Dory Funk Jr., Carlos 
Colon, Abdullah the Butcher, Kendo 
Nagasaki, and countless others. He’s 
already added names like Jim Brun- 
zell, Greg Gagne, Brad Rheingans, and 
Steve “O” to his list. With his partner 
the Masked Superstar, this duo has 
even defeated Crusher Blackwell and 
Sgt. Slaughter. Tonga would now love 
to finish off either in a singles bout. 

“Both Slaughter and Blackwell are 
highly over-rated,” Tonga stated. “In 
the past I had heard so much about 
both of them, but neither are as good as 
the hype—especially Slaughter! I can’t 
see what the fuss is all about over him. 
There are so many wrestlers better 
than him that I’ve already defeated. 
He’s merely living off an undeserved 
reputation. You can be sure that soon I 
will chop him right down to si 

Actually Sheik Adnan Al Kaissey 


brought Tonga to the AWA with the 
expressed purpose of destroying both 
Blackwell and the Sarge, and Tonga 
has vowed that he will not disappoint 
the Sheik. 

“While wrestling in Montreal, Can- 
ada the Sheik contacted me and made 
me a great offer,” Tonga stated. “He 
promised me a nice sum of money to 
do away with both Blackwell and 
Slaughter, and I plan on collecting. 


Then I’m going to take it even one step 
further and defeat Rick Martel. My 
time is now, and I’m not going to let it 
slip through my fingers!” 

King Tonga has all the tools to go 
straight to the top. He’s toiled for eight 
years, getting his act together and it 
looks like his big day is close at hand. 
With his outstanding talent, King 
Tonga could make it all the way to the 
top on Pro Wreslting USA! | | 


King Tonga takes the action outside-the-ring during a match with 
Ernie “The Cat” Ladd in Puerto Rico, 


Color photo by George Na 


QUT OF THE RING 


“sports Legend” 


BRUNO 
SAMMARTINO 


Honored in Atlantic City 


Wrestling’s true “Living Legend” Bruno Sammartino is saluted as part of the 
“Greatest Sports Legends” series at the Sands Hotel and Casino in Atlantic City, NJ, 
and WME Editor George Napolitano is on hand to preserve the gala reunion 


for posterity!! 


Wrestling's “Living Legend” Bruno Sammartino poses with some of the staff of the Sands Hotel and Casino in 
Atlantic City, N.J. At right is former N.Y. Giant football great Kyle Rote. 


By GEORGE NAPOLITANO 


t's always a pleasure to talk to 

wrestling’s only “Living Leg- 

end,” Bruno Sammartino. Un- 

like many other “stars,” Bru- 

no’s sports celebrity status has not 

changed him one bit. Bruno is still the 

same warm, friendly, out-going person 

that he was when he first entered the 
wrestling profession in 1958. 

Today, as most people are aware of, 

- Bruno has returned to the ring wars on 


a part time basis, Bruno has teamed on 
several occasions with his son David, 
against both Bobby “The Brain” Hee- 
nan and Paul Orndorff, and Brutus 
Beefcake and Luscious Johnny Vali- 
ant—but for the most part Bruno still 
considers himself retired. 

“I had a great career,” Bruno re- 
marked. “It helped me do things that 
would never have been possible had I 
not become a wrestler, Today, how- 
ever, I’m content to sit back and watch 
David’s progress.” 


Our discussion took place at a press 
reception for the 3rd annual “Greatest 
Sports Legends” reunion held this year 
at the Sands Hotel and Casino in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. Bruno has 
attended every “Sports Legends” ban- 
quet, and it’s great that Bruno’s ring 
accomplishments are held in as high 
regard as the accomplishments of other 
sports legends like Mickey Mantle, 
Willie Mays, Lou Brock, Oscar Ro- 
bertson, Gordy Howe, Bobby Hull, 
Kyle Rote, Bob Cousy, and others. 


Executive producer of the “Greatest Sports Legends” series Berl Rotfeld congratulates Bruno Sammartino once again 
on a remarkable career in Professional Wrestling. 


All in all, more than fifty athletes 
from nearly a dozen different sports 
accepted invitations to attend this year’s 
“Sports Legends” reunion, and even 
more eventually attended. 

“Every year I look forward to this 
event,” Bruno remarked. “My good 
friend Berl Rotfeld is the man behind 
the whole concept. His ‘Sports Legends’ 
series has been on the air for twelve 
years, and I’m very proud to be a part 
of it!” 

After posing for numerous photos 
and discussing old times with Kyle 
Rote, Berl Rotfeld, and friends, Bruno 
talked about the current state of Pro- 
fessional Wrestling. 

“I know what I should say, but I 
would be a hypocrite. I just don’t like 
what’s going on, Sure, we've received 
more press coverage than ever before, 
but everyone thinks it’s a new pheno- 
menon. It’s not new at all though, 
Madison Square Garden has been sold 
out for years. I sold out the building in 
the sixties and the seventies. I'm not 
taking anything away from Hulk Ho- 
gan, he’s a good wrestler who’s in fan 
tastic condition, but we've always ha 
his type around. In his day, Superstar 
Billy Graham was the Hulk’s equal. 
But I guess everything changes in 
time.” 

Bruno Sammartino is a true credit 
to the wrestling profession. He’s truly 
in a class by himself, and deserving of 
the title, “The Living Legend.” a 


} ee 

Bruno and Kyle Rote reminisce over old times (above), while Bruno explains 

to an ABC sports reporter that wrestling’s current hype has detracted from the 
Sport's grittier, more honest side (below). 
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Ric Flair 
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Rick Martel 


RATINGS 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE (NWA) 


World’s Heavyweight Champion: RIC FLAIR—245 lbs.—Minneapolis MN 
World's Jr. Heavyweight Champion: DENNIS BROWN—220 Ibs.—Honolulu, HA 
National Champion: RONNIE GARVIN—235 Ibs.—Montreal, Canada 

United States Champion: TERRY ALLEN—245 lbs.—Chesapeake, VA 
Tag-Team Champions: THE RUSSIANS (combined)—570 lbs. 


CONTENDERS 

. KERRY VON ERICH—250 Ibs.—Denton, TX 

WAHOO MCcDANIEL—260 Ibs.—Midland, TX 

. SGT. SLAUGHTER—300 Ibs.—Parris Island, SC 

CRUSHER BLACKWELL—475 |bs.—Stone Mountain, GA—Missouri Champion 
. TULLY BLANCHARD—235 Ibs.—San Antonio, TX—Television Champion 
. DUSTY RHODES—302 |bs.—Austin, TX 

. CHRIS ADAMS—230 |bs.—Stratford, England—American Champion 

. KEVIN VON ERICH—240 Ibs.—Denton, TX 

. BUZZ TYLER—285 |bs.—Rock Hill, SC—Mid Atlantic Champion 

10. BRIAN BLAIR—230 Ibs.—Tampa, FL—Southern Champion 


American Wrestling Association (AWA) 


Heavyweight Champion: RICK MARTEL—235 Ibs.—Quebec City, Canada 
Light-Heavyweight Champion: STEVE REGAL—220 Ibs.—Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
America’s Champion: LARRY ZBYSZKO—240 lbs.—Pittsburgh, PA 
Tag-Team Champion: ROAD WARRIORS (combined)—575 Ibs. 


CONTENDERS 
1. KING TONGA—240 Ibs.—Island of Tonga 
2. BUTCH REED—265 Ibs.—Kansas City, MO 
. NICK BOCKWINKEL—245 |bs.—Beverly Hills, CA 
. JIMMY GARVIN—235 Ibs.—Tampa, FL 
. SGT. SLAUGHTER—300 Ibs.—Parris Island, SC 
. HACKSAW DUGGAN—280 Ibs.—New York, NY 
. BOB BACKLUND—240 Ibs.—Princeton, MN 
. CRUSHER BLACKWELL—475 Ibs.—Stone Mountain, GA 
. MASKED SUPERSTAR—285 Ibs.—Atlanta, GA 
10. GREG GAGNE—225 Ibs.—Robinsdale, MN 


World Wrestling Federation (WWF) 


Heavyweight Champion: HULK HOGAN—299 |bs.—Venice Beach, CA 

Jr. Heavyweight Champion: THE COBRA—220 lbs.—Tokyo, Japan 
Intercontinental Champion—GREG VALENTINE—250 |bs.—Seattle, WA 
Ladies Champion: WENDI RICHTER—150 Ibs.—Dallas, TX 

Tag-Team Champions: THE IRON SHEIK AND NIKOLAI VOLKOFF (combined) 


CONTENDERS oe 
1. RODDY PIPER—235 |bs.—Glasgow, Scotland 

2. KEN PATERA—255 Ibs.—Portland, OR 

3. MAGNIFICENT MURACO—260 Ibs.—Sunset Beach, HA 
4. KING KONG BUNDY—440 Ibs.—Atlantic City, NJ 

5. PAUL ORNDORFF—240 |bs.—Tampa, FL 

6. BIG JOHN STUDD—365 Ibs.—Los Angeles, CA 

Re 

8. 

3: 

1 


OOMNDARWONMS 


RICKY STEAMBOAT—235 Ibs.—Honolulu, HA 

JUNKYARD DOG—255 Ibs.—Charlotte, NC 

BRUTUS BEEFCAKE—250 |bs.—Parts Unknown 
0. DAVID SAMMARTINO—240 |bs.—Pittsburgh, PA 
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